
American Bluefin Tuna Association 

P.O. Box 447, Salem, NH 03079 

(603)898-8862 cell 490-4715 

email: rruais@aol.com 
  
December 5, 2014 
  
Hi Yume: 
  
Thank you very much for the quick response and phone call earlier this week to discuss Atlantic bluefin 
tuna and the New York City Council bill Int 0482-2014 which, among other things, would ban the sale of 
products advertised or labeled as bluefin tuna. I appreciate that you will share this information with New 
York City Council Members Maisel, Chin and Mendez who are the sponsors of this legislation. 
  
This bill is apparently the result of incorrect information provided to Council members or 
staff suggesting that the Atlantic bluefin populations are threatened or endangered with extinction. You 
should be made aware that any debate or controversy on the health of Atlantic bluefin has been laid to 
rest by the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Endangered Species Act Status 
Review, published May 20, 2011 and by the latest 2014 stock assessment by the International 
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) showing strong continued increases in the 
populations and sustainability of Atlantic bluefin fisheries. 
  
As I mentioned to you, I am the Executive Director of the American Bluefin Tuna Association 
(ABTA) which is the oldest and largest association representing fishermen and protecting bluefin 
tuna since 1982. Our name has changed once but not our primary mission since our original formation as 
the East Coast Tuna Association. 
  
ABTA sponsors scientific research with contributions from fishermen and fish dealers and we work to 
preserve the traditional U.S. hand held fishing gear fisheries for bluefin from Maine to Texas. Current and 
past research programs include aerial surveys, bluefin electronic satellite and conventional tag programs, 
studies of where the bluefins we catch were born (from either the Gulf of Mexico/Bahamas spawning 
grounds or the Mediterranean spawning grounds) and equally important we sponsor the world's best 
international stock assessment scientists to participate in almost every Atlantic bluefin tuna 
stock assessment ICCAT has conducted since 1983.  
  
ICCAT is an international treaty organization formed to conserve and allow achievement of the maximum 
sustainable yield (MSY) of highly migratory fish shared by all fishing nations fishing the Atlantic Ocean 
and Mediterranean Sea. ICCAT has 49 contracting countries and the United States joined in 1969 by 
presidential proclamation. ICCAT has a scientific arm called the Standing Committee on Research and 
Statistics (or the SCRS) made up of scientists from around the world. The U.S. NOAA/National Marine 
Fisheries Service sends its very best scientists to contribute and participate in the scientific stock 
assessments sponsored by ICCAT and conducted by the SCRS. 
  
The information provided in the links in this letter will, I trust, demonstrate beyond any possible doubt that 
Atlantic bluefin tuna is neither threatened or endangered with extinction. Far from this condition, you can 
review through the links below the latest 2014 Executive Summary or the entire ICCAT Atlantic Bluefin 
Tuna 2014 stock assessment and see that the Atlantic bluefin tuna populations East and West are doing 
very well and can support fishing levels higher than current levels. 
  
In our conversation, I briefly described to you the economic damage a ban on Atlantic bluefin tuna would 
do to U.S. bluefin tuna fishermen including many from Long Island and, at least one (Dr. David Schalit), 
from New York City Council Member Chin's district. ABTA is responding here substantially to the 
proposed new NYC legislation because we view the potential action and simple discussion by the Council 
as a threat to the well being of our fishing communities, many thousands of families and individuals and 



the businesses that depend upon Atlantic bluefin markets for economic activity and livelihoods. If 
passed the local law would also set a new precedent and path for radical environmental groups to pursue 
and a new forum to raise money to expand their anti-fishing industry lobbying businesses. 
  
Our experience over many years is that when the words “bluefin” and “endangered” appear together 
in any public forum from government institutions to any media outlets, it hurts consumption of tuna and 
the markets for Atlantic bluefin. This in turn can significantly and needlessly hurt our dependent fishermen 
and businesses. Demand is reduced and prices go down when Atlantic bluefin or any tuna is perceived to 
be in trouble by the public. New York City, with over 8.1 million residents and with thousands of 
Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese and many non-Asian restaurants now providing sushi/sashimi culinary 
options, is clearly a major market for Atlantic bluefin tuna.   
  
The potential for economic injury to our fishery is especially the case if the species or ocean from which a 
troubled tuna stock originates is not specified. The most recent example is the publicity about a 
new assessment showing Pacific bluefin tuna is in very poor condition. We are not clear on whether there 
is linkage of the NYC proposed ban on bluefin tuna to the news on Pacific bluefin or, the full extent of the 
linkage of the proposed ban to the wider political objectives of the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD). 
The well known and reckless agenda, objectives and tactics of the CBD against fishermen and the fishing 
industry have already been advanced to an extent by the limited action thus far by the NYC Council and 
carried by the media to reach our attention in New England. 
  
But in any case, the draft of the proposed Local Law reads under "f. "Bluefin tuna" means any species of 
the subgenus Thunnus (Thunnus), except Thunnus obesus (bigeye tuna) and Thunnus alaunga (albacore 
tuna). Thus, all three distinct stocks of bluefin tuna: North Atlantic bluefin tuna, Pacific bluefin tuna and 
Southern bluefin tuna would be included in the ban. We assume that the proposed law leaves out the 
subgenera Thunnus (Neothunnus) with a thought that this might leave out the yellowfin (group) tuna. But, 
as the CBD knows well, once bluefin, bigeye and yellowfin tuna are processed into loins or other products 
they become nearly impossible to distinguish without assistance from experts and, in some cases, 
chemical and genetic testing. 
  
This is the reason the international Convention on Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna 
(CITES) includes a "look alike" species clause which bans trade in all species that have similar 
appearance in order to allow the desired protection objective to have a chance at being effective and 
achievable.  
  
So, in addition to needlessly harming producers of all major Atlantic tunas, the NYC "local" legislation 
would hurt all levels of the tuna trade pyramid: fishermen, wholesale and retail buyer/seller, trucking and 
airline shipping interests, specialty and extensive menu restaurants, fish markets/grocery chains, 
associated real estate and, of course, millions of New York consumers and tourists, their health and 
culinary desires and choices. For more specific economic and social impacts of a ban on Atlantic bluefin 
tuna in New York see Additional New York Economic and Social Impacts below this letter. 
  
Not too long ago, better than 90% of our catch of Atlantic bluefin tuna was exported to overseas markets 
primarily in Japan. This is no longer the case. We are increasingly dependent upon domestic major 
markets like NYC for a very significant portion of our sales. Media attention to proposed actions such as 
the NYC proposal, often gives readers the impression that all bluefin are endangered. Most readers are 
not conversant with the various stocks of bluefin and the fact that they are distinct, in some cases 
separated by a massive land continent and the three stocks do not mix. It is also not widely known that 
most of the bluefin sold in the US is Atlantic bluefin.  Very little Pacific bluefin comes into this country.  All 
of Mexico’s bluefin production is sold to Japan. The US does not have a significant Pacific coastal 
U.S. commercial bluefin fishery.  If Americans have the impression that all bluefin in general or Atlantic 
bluefin specifically are endangered, this will obviously have a major effect on sales of our Atlantic bluefin. 
   
Allow me now to suggest an easy order for reviewing the factual status of Atlantic bluefin tuna from the 
voluminous data and information within the links I am providing here. 
  



1. The official International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas Press Release on the 
results of the ICCAT meeting ending November 17, 2014 in Genoa, Italy and covering the latest Atlantic 
bluefin tuna agreements can be accessed at:  
  
http://www.iccat.es/Documents/Meetings/COMM2014/Press_release_ENG.pdf  
  
2. The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and National Marine Fisheries Service 
Press Release comments on the positive results and the justifiable and precautionary modest western 
quota increase as understanding of the western population of Atlantic bluefin becomes better understood. 
This release can be accessed 
at:  http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mediacenter/2014/11/18_11_iccatmeetingconclusions.html 
  
3. The latest SCRS 2014 Atlantic bluefin stock assessment can be accessed 
at:  http://www.iccat.es/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2014-SCRS-REP_ENG.pdf   Here I suggest you 
review the Executive Summary on pages 83 to 105 or you can review the entire 348 page SCRS Report 
which presents detailed East and West Atlantic bluefin population assessments. A real brief snapshot of 
the status of the population of bluefin in the West Atlantic (where the U.S. fishermen fish) is the 
Summary Page on 109. Here you will find under the mathematically preferred stock recruitment 
reality (the number of baby bluefins added to the population each year) that in the west Atlantic 
"Overfishing is Not Occurring" for Atlantic bluefin and the stock is "Not Overfished". 
  
4. If you go to our website www.theabta.com and click on Current Actions you will see our release titled: 
Pre-ICCAT Press Release dated October 28, 2014. I think you will find this press notice particularly 
helpful because it describes in non technical language the results of the latest stock assessment 
conducted from September 22 to October 3 (12 days to do a complex and thorough assessment) by 
ICCAT's SCRS. Most importantly, the findings of SCRS in this latest assessment state "conclusively and 
unambiguously that both the west and east bluefin stocks have shown a dramatic increase in their overall 
populations and, in particular, in their spawning stock biomass."  
  
The SCRS further notes that the west bluefin biomass has increased significantly each year since 2009 
and stated that present data on the west Atlantic stock validates that it is not "overfished" and 
"overfishing" is not occurring. With this fantastic stock status news for the West, the SCRS specifically 
recommended that the quota for the upcoming two years could be increased to a level not higher than 
2,250 mt, representing the potential for a 500 mt increase in the western quota. To be super 
precautionary, the U.S. government supported and convinced other countries to support a modest 
increase up to only 2,000 mt tons from the current 1,750 mt quota i.e. 1/2 the recommended level by 
fishery scientists. The detailed stock assessment indicated that catches up to 3050 (the Maximum 
Sustainable Yield) could be implemented but most of the scientists agreed to be precautionary and 
increase yields in steps over a number of years with opportunity to review status under increased 
catches. 
  
5. Then I suggest you also look on our website at the ABTA Press Release Post-ICCAT, November 17, 
2014 www.theabta.com just under the press release dated October 28. This release presents the 
precautionary and conservative results of the ICCAT Plenary meeting to ABTA's constituency. The 
modest quota increase is a responsible action to balance the objectives of sustainability and food 
production and economy for hard working fishermen and the sacrifices they make to conserve stocks in a 
most dangerous occupation.   
  
I am urging David Schalit, an experienced Atlantic bluefin tuna fishermen and expert with our issues to 
contact you given his proximity to your offices. When and if an NYC Council public hearing is scheduled 
on the proposed bluefin legislation, ABTA will be well represented to provide testimony on the certain 
negative impacts if the legislation is enacted. We will also notify all of our major dealers and distributors 
from NYC and northern New Jersey. True World Foods headquarters is located in Newark, New Jersey 
and I will make sure they and other local suppliers and their NYC customer base are notified as well. 
  



ABTA will be sending individual letters presenting the data and positions in this letter to Governor Andrew 
M. Cuomo, NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio, Senator Charles Schumer, Senator Kristen Gillibrand and 
Representatives from Districts 1 thru 18 where the negative impacts of the proposed legislative ban on 
Atlantic bluefin tuna sales will be concentrated. 
  
Thanks for taking the time to consider our input and please call me with any questions.  
  
Rich Ruais, Executive Director 
American Bluefin Tuna Association 
(603-898-tuna (8862)  
  
  
Additional Potential New York Economic and Social Impacts of a Ban on Bluefin Tuna Sales  

• 280 NY Fish Processing and Wholesale Plants Affected in Cong. Districts 1 thru 18  
• 2,256 Jobs at Direct Risk in Above Industries in Districts 1 thru 18  
• 197 NY Bluefin Tuna General Category Permit Holders (5 Giants per day limit-2 man crews)  
• 1,710 NY Highly Migratory Species Fishing Permits  
• 19 NY Pelagic Longline Fishing Vessels (aver. 5-7 crew per vessel) at Risk  
• Dozens Fish Docks, Marinas and other Infrastructure Supporting Commercial Tuna Fishing  
• NY Portion of Annual $36.5 Million in Tuna Ex-Vessel Revenues (Bluefin, Bigeye & Yellowfin)  
• NY Portion of National $82.6 Billion Consumer Spending on Fish Products Annually   
• NY Portion of $55 Billion Spent on Seafood in Restaurants Annually 

  
CC:      ABTA Board and Membership 
            
  

 


