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March 9, 2015 
  

An Open Letter to the New York City Council 
  
The American Bluefin Tuna Association (ABTA) originally sent (December 5, 2014) a detailed 4 page 
letter commenting on New York City Bill Int 0482-2014: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of 
the City of New York, in relation to banning the sale of products advertised or labeled as bluefin tuna. The 
communication was sent through Ms. Yume Kitasei with a request for distribution to Council Member Alan 
Maisel, Council Member Margaret Chin and Council Member Rosie Mendez the sponsors of the draft Bill. 
  
In our initial correspondence (attached), we pointed out the potential unintentional damage the bill would 
likely cause U.S. fishermen from Maine to New York to Texas fishing for Atlantic bluefin tuna. We also 
pointed out the fact that the latest stock assessment and other analysis indicated that Atlantic bluefin tuna 
was neither an "Endangered or Threatened species" as defined by the NYCC administrative code or 
several U.S. federal statutes. In fact we pointed out that the most recent stock assessment in October 
2014 found that the western bluefin is not being overfished and that in a scientific recommendation from 
146 of the world’s top tuna scientists, it was noted that an increase in the western quota of 200 metric 
tons would not jeopardize the 20 year rebuilding plan that began in 1998 and is on target to reach its 
lawful objective of maximum sustainable yield (MSY) in 2018. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to now provide you with a copy of a March 6, 2015 critically important new 
letter from Eileen Sobeck, Assistant Administrator for Fisheries of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration within the Department of Commerce. In this letter NOAA Fisheries 
Administrator Sobeck is responding to my request to confirm the latest scientific stock status of Atlantic 
bluefin tuna as not threatened or endangered and other issues related to the complexities of conserving 
and managing highly migratory fish such as tunas and billfishes. For the benefit of individuals that are not 
aware, NOAA is a federal agency and proud of their science mission as exemplified by their description 
that “science is at the foundation of all NOAA does” and that NOAA work “enriches life through science”. 
NOAA has an annual budget in excess of 5 billion dollars with a substantial portion of the budget 
dedicated to fisheries scientific research and management.  
 
Here are some of the key NOAA findings on Atlantic bluefin and offered here to the NYCC.  
 

1. “The most recent, complete trade information regarding bluefin tuna sold in the U.S. indicates that 
over 70% is from the Atlantic stock, which, as explained below, is not subject to overfishing and is 
increasing under current management.” 

2. “NOAA also has jurisdiction over endangered or threatened marine species under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). NOAA considered a 2010 petition by the Center for Biological 
Diversity to list Atlantic bluefin tuna under the ESA, and in 2011 announced that Atlantic bluefin 
tuna is neither endangered nor threatened.” 

3. “The latest stock assessment for Atlantic bluefin tuna (2014) showed a positive outlook for the 
fishery, showing that overfishing is no longer occurring, that the stock continues to increase, and 
that a moderate increase in catches would allow the stock to continue to grow.” 

 
NOAA has an impressive record rebuilding stocks since the 1996 Magnuson Stevens Act was amended. 
In a 1997 Report to Congress NOAA noted that 86 stocks out of 183 stocks of known biological status 
were overfished representing 47% of fish stocks in an overfished condition. In 2012 in a similar report to 
Congress, NOAA noted an impressive turnaround with 90% of 284 stocks no longer subject to 
overfishing. These results are from implementing science based management measures. 



Science based management controls for Atlantic Bluefin tuna e are restrictive annual catch levels, closed 
areas to protect juveniles, spawning area closures and restrictive size limits  These are the key 
conservation measures for the Atlantic Bluefin tuna. ABTA is not aware of any science based plans that 
rely on post wholesale local market sectors such as restaurants and retail outlets. Clearly, any such 
attempts would be exceptionally difficult to enforce, inefficient and ineffective market controls. 
 
Finally, I would repeat the reality expressed in our December 5 letter, that this NYCC "local bluefin tuna” 
ban would needlessly harm all major Atlantic tunas fishermen, would hurt all levels of the tuna trade 
pyramid: fishermen, wholesale and retail buyer/seller, trucking and airline shipping interests, specialty and 
extensive menu restaurants, fish markets/grocery chains, associated real estate and, of course, millions 
of New York consumers and tourists, their health and culinary desires and choices. The domestic markets 
and trade of Atlantic bluefin has become increasingly critical with the NOAA reports that only 44% of the 
U.S. catch has been exported in 2013 & 2014. 
  
 If you have any questions on the NOAA information provided in the attached letter from NOAA Fisheries 
Administrator Eileen Sobeck, I would direct you to Margo Schulze-Haugen of the NMFS Highly Migratory 
Species Division (301)713-2347. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Rich Ruais, Executive Director 
American Bluefin Tuna Association 
 
CC: ABTA Board of Directors 
 
(2) Attachments 


