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Thank you for your letter about proposed legislation by the New York City Council that would 
prohibit sale ofbluefin tuna. Based on the most recent scientific information, NOAA's National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) considers both the Atlantic and Pacific bluefin tuna fisheries 
to be sustainably managed consistent with their fishery management plans and international 
management agreements. The most recent, complete trade information regarding bluefin tuna 
sold in the United States indicates that over 70 percent is from the Atlantic stock, which, as 
explained below, is not subject to overfishing and is increasing under current management. 

Sustainable fisheries require both conserving fish stocks and maintaining a viable industry that 
supports commercial fishing that provides quality seafood to consumers and recreational fishing 
opportunities. Three pillars that support sustainable marine fisheries in the United States are 
strong science, effective management and regulation, and enforcement. Federal fisheries in the 
United States - including those for Atlantic and Pacific bluefin tuna - are conducted under 
science-based fishery management plans developed through an open, public process using the 
best scientific information available. Fishery management plans address many sustainability 
requirements, including the 10 National Standards of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act). These include preventing 
overfishing, rebuilding stocks, minimizing bycatch and interactions with protected species, and 
considering social and economic outcomes for fishing communities, among other things. 

In the United States, Atlantic bluefin tuna are managed under the dual authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act and the Atlantic Tuna Conventions Act, which authorizes the Secretary 
of Commerce to promulgate regulations to conserve and manage this stock and comply with 
obligations under the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). 
Pacific bluefin tuna are similarly managed under the authorities of the Magnuson-Stevens Act 
and Tuna Conventions Act of 1950, in coordination with the Pacific and Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Councils, the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, and the Western Central 
Pacific Fisheries Commission. NMFS implements and enforces strict controls on U.S. 
participation, catch, and reporting for these fisheries in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and 
participates extensively in the international science and management process. 

NOAA also has jurisdiction over endangered or threatened marine species under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). NOAA considered a 2010 petition by the Center for Biological Diversity to 
list Atlantic bluefin tuna under the ESA, and in 2011 announced that Atlantic bluefin tuna is 

@ Printed on Recycled Paper 

THE ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR 
FOR FISHERIES 



neither endangered nor threatened. The latest stock assessment for Atlantic bluefin tuna (2014) 
showed a positive outlook for the fishery, showing that overfishing is no longer occurring, that 
the stock continued to increase, and that a moderate increase in catches would allow the stock to 
continue to grow. For 2015 and 2016, ICCAT recommended a 14 percent increase in the total 
allowable catch (the majority of which is fished by the United States). The new catch level is 
consistent with scientific advice and is projected to allow stock growth for the entire period of 
the stock's rebuilding program through 2018. The 2014 Pacific bluefin tuna stock assessment 
concluded that the stock continues to be overfished and subject to overfishing. However, NMFS 
has a rigorous, science-based management process in place to respond to new scientific 
information and adjust management measures as needed. 

NOAA applauds efforts to help the public make sustainable seafood choices, but it is important 
that decisions be based on current and accurate information. NOAA' s Fish Watch program 
provides easy-to-understand science-based facts to help consumers make smart sustainable 
seafood choices. It explains the complex science, laws, and management process actively 
sustaining our seafood supply. 

Further information on the bluefin fisheries can be accessed on the following websites: 

Fish Watch: 
http://www.fishwatch.gov/seafood _profiles/species/tuna/species pages/ad bluefin tuna.htm 
http://www.fishwatch.gov/seafood profiles/species/tuna/species pages/pac bluefin tuna.html 

NOAA's endangered species authority and information on Atlantic bluefin tuna: 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/ esa/ 
http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pr/species/fish/bluefintuna.htm 

ICCAT stock assessment: 
http://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2014-SCRS-REP ENG .pdf 

I appreciate your interest in the science and management ofbluefin tuna. If you have any 
specific questions regarding Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery management, please contact Margo 
Schulze-Haugen, NMFS Highly Migratory Species Management Division, at (301) 427-8503. If 
you have any specific questions regarding Pacific bluefin tuna fishery management, please 
contact Barry Thom at (503) 231-6266. 

Sincerely, 
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